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Sponsors Grant and Per Diem Program 
to Provide Services for Formerly Incarcerated Veterans

Eugene, OR – On August 8, 2011, the Department of Veteran Affairs notified Sponsors and the Housing and Community Services Agency of Lane County that the final request to provide services for veterans through the VA Grant and Per Diem Program (VA GPD) had been approved.  Acting as the service provider, Sponsors will provide 10 beds of transitional housing dedicated to homeless veterans with criminal histories.
Since 1973 Sponsors has been providing reentry services to ex-offenders in Lane County.  The VA GPD program will be co-located in the new $6 million, 72 bed transitional housing facility that Sponsors added to its housing portfolio last year.  Sponsors is a leader in prisoner reentry services providing housing, case management, assistance with employment and schooling, and practical support to over 350 people with criminal histories annually. “Sponsors is an integral component of the local criminal justice system and has played a major role in assisting many ex-offenders become productive, tax-paying and crime-free community members,” said State Senator Floyd Prozanski.
Veterans will be housed for up to two years at Sponsors.  In most cases, clients will spend between 3 – 6 months in the VA GPD program.  Upon successful program completion, clients will have met four basic criteria: 1) Abstinence from drug and alcohol use (as evidenced by twice weekly and random screenings); 2) Clients will have acquired full-time employment or schooling or be receiving disability or retirement benefits; 3) Clients will be compliant with the conditions of their release; 4) Clients will be moving into permanent, sustainable housing upon program completion.   “Sponsors' primary focus is on former inmates who present a moderate-to-high risk of returning to prison.  It provides transitional shelter and structured case management for those individuals, while assisting them in attaining full-time employment, financial self-sufficiency, and long-term housing,” said Oregon State Supreme Court Chief Justice, Paul DeMuniz.
Sponsors will work closely with the Oregon Department of Corrections, the Oregon Department of Veterans Affairs, the VA Eugene Community Reintegration Center and other agencies to insure a seamless continuum of services to support an underserved population of veterans.  “Given the increase of incarcerated veterans in Oregon Correctional Institutions, Sponsors is committed to extending additional services to this vulnerable population,” Sponsors Executive Director, Paul Solomon said.  
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